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The Honorabla‘?illiam.J.’%asay
Director of Cexztral Imcelligence , : . ) _
Washington, B.C, 20503 . o ' i ’ y

Dearm &M —

This letter is to reconfirm the understanding between this Committee and the
Intelligence Community “xegarding the handling of Congressional documents under
. Both Freedom of Information Act (FOYA) and Privacy Act requests.

It is. this Coc—ctee's intent to ensure that Congressional documents be exempt
from disclasc—z undar thesa fcts on the ground that such documents are not
records of an zzency witkin the meaning of 5 ¥.S5.C. (a) (&) (B) and (e). Accoxrd-
ingly, this Cc:: rtea has consistently requested Intelligence agencies not to
disclose Con sional documents under these Acts unless the Cominittea has pro-
wvided prior

Cori Con3entc.

dcauments” is a@afined to include all docunents, recoxds, materials

I

. 1) sensrated by this Commiitee; oY

- = -
gznerated by 2a Intelligence agancy in response to any inquiry,
:—rastigation, or other action by this Committee in the exercise
~Z irs anthorized functions. This includes summaries ox any
ornar record of a comunlcation between the Intelligence agency
2-d Commiirtze which could reveal the existence oxr nature of

inqc;:" 1nweat1gatlon ox otheL such Committee action.

2)

urhority rooted in the COﬂstlfuglon its rules and
the secrecy of its docam=nts. It has been and
ea's intent that the materials described above
remain under the "corntrsl” of the Committee ‘and the U.S. Senate. Therefohc
4t 4is undarsTood tnat access to Congressional docuwrents as defined above w1ll
be restrictzd 2o those agauty or -other Executva Branch personnel who nead to
r
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Congress has undoubrte
priox practizes to pr
continues o b= this
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use suc’ doeco—ents to carry out the agency's relationship with the Comm' < ize,
to yesoond te Committes inguiries, or to defend the Congressional exempiiun
status of th= Jdocuments, unlass there is cousent by the Committee, ’
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As stated above, any Congressional document must have our written consent.
T before ir can be releasad. If there is any question whether a documenr is a
Congressional document; the Intalligence agency in possession should consult
N with the Comittee. Thls procedura will ensure that the Committee decides
- if the Congrassiconal docurent exemption should be asserted, thereby avoiding
unintentiona’ compromise I Congressional control over our own documents. OF
course, Cougrzss' decisiou 7o eirther approve or disapprove release does not
precluda‘th& agency from aSQartLa other bases for withholding under the Acts.
This Commizz=2 has exchanoed W1tn the Intelligence agencies considerable sensi—
tive inforsacion and docwments., For historical and practical reasons, this
excbangs is =3sential to the comsultative and deliberative process between
Congraess and the Execucive Branch, Furthermore, such exchange is crucial to
the propev and effective exercise of this Committee's oversight function and
to the 1nteg:i:y of the legislaiive process. It is necessary to contiuus this
exchange if this Commities is to discharge its cobligations to the American
people and to the U.S. Sena;e_ Unilateral release of Conores sional information
under thesa scos would seriously impair the effectiveness of this Committea's
intelligence cversight’ and legislative functions. .This Committee believes
that disclosurs of such documents without its consent would-violate the poli-
cies underlyinz the Speech or Debate clause of Article T of the Constitution.
For all thes: r2asons, thz Commiitee must insist upon prior coordination
before Congrzssional docanenus requested pursuant to these Acts are publicly .
releasad, : - . ’ .

Strict security pVOﬂeuvreq apply to all the Commitree's intelligence records
which are :ec»;ved from Intelligence agencies. All cla331f1catlon narkicgs
placed om a dccumment by an ageney will be horored and no classified informa~ -
tion will b« publicly releasad by a member or staff, except as provided in

S. Res. 400. The Committes also reaffirms it will not publicly disclose any
documeﬂ‘s or Iniormation oxchangvd in confidence bebween the Comnittee and
Intell? wwace 2gencies without prior agenmcy coordination. Neither of our
intecosts wiil be servad unless we both_agre\ to recognize each other's re— .
quirements Zor confidentiality. '

i "Committea" includes thé Senate Select Commit—
2 {5SCI); its predecessor, the Select Committee to Study
tions with Respeéct to Intelligence Activities (established

. 21, 9 th Cong.); the SSCI staff, and any outside consult—

For purposes si th
tez on Intailigenc
Governmental {para
purcuant to 3. Res

~ants ¢l tha SSCI.

We would aprraciate your sendlng the Comnittee a letter confirming that the
zhove accurataly sets forth your nnderstﬂndlno of our agreement rega“dlnv
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Congressicnzl documents and that the Intelligence community will continue to

e operate undzr this agreemant.

Sincerely,
[2;Z€/~’?’

Barry Goldgsater
Chairman

TR,

Daniel Paprizi Moynihan
‘Vice Chairmax
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